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2011 AUSTRALIAN TEAM PLAYOFF – SENIOR
SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS

1. VENUE DATES AND SESSIONS

1.1 The Playoff venue is the Sydney University Village Conference Centre, 90 Carillon Avenue, Newtown, Sydney (adjacent to the Medical Centre corner of Missenden Rd and Carillon Av) from Wednesday 6th April 2011 to Sunday 10th April 2011.
The Tournament Organiser may be reached on 04-1111-1655 both prior to and during the event.

1.2 The official website for the Seniors Playoff will be

http://www.abf.com.au/events/playoffs/2011/seniors/
All information will be on that website and players will be deemed to be aware of all information there. Any player unable to access the internet should contact the Tournament Organiser by email sen11@thesterns.com.au or by writing to 1b Mount Street Redfern Sydney 2016.

1.3 These regulations will be considered to be in draft until midnight on Friday 1st April 2011 at which time the final version will be posted. Players are invited to comment on the draft regulations and all such comments will be properly considered.
1.4 Session times are shown below. They may be varied by the Tournament Organiser subject to reasonable notice being given to the participants. The Tournament Organiser has sole discretion of what is reasonable notice but will have regard to the needs of participants.

	2011 Seniors Playoff

	WEDNESDAY 6th APRIL 2011 Qualifying Day 1

	Start
	 
	Finish
	Stage
	Time Allotted
	Appeals Expire

	11:00
	- 
	13:00
	Rnd 1 Match 1
	02:00
	09:30 Thursday 7th April

	13:00
	- 
	14:00
	Lunch
	01:00
	

	14:00
	- 
	16:00
	Rnd 1 Match 2
	02:00
	09:30 Thursday 7th April

	16:00
	- 
	16:30
	Break
	00:30
	

	16:30
	- 
	18:30
	Rnd 1 Match 3
	02:00
	09:30 Thursday 7th April

	THURSDAY 7th APRIL 2011 Qualifying Day 2

	Start
	 
	Finish
	Stage
	Time Allotted
	Appeals Expire

	10:00
	- 
	12:00
	Rnd 1 Match 4
	02:00
	10:30 Friday 8th April

	12:00
	- 
	13:00
	Lunch
	01:00
	

	13:00
	- 
	15:00
	Rnd 1 Match 5
	02:00
	10:30 Friday 8th April

	15:00
	- 
	15:15
	Break
	00:15
	

	15:15
	- 
	17:15
	Rnd 2 Match 1
	02:00
	10:30 Friday 8th April

	17:15
	- 
	17:45
	Break
	00:30
	

	17:45
	- 
	19:45
	Rnd 2 Match 2
	02:00
	10:30 Friday 8th April

	FRIDAY 8th APRIL 2011 Qualifying Day 3

	Start
	 
	Finish
	Stage
	Time Allotted
	Appeals Expire

	11:00
	- 
	13:00
	Rnd 2 Match 3
	02:00
	16:30 Friday 8th April

	13:00
	- 
	14:00
	Lunch
	01:00
	

	14:00
	- 
	16:00
	Rnd 2 Match 4
	02:00
	16:30 Friday 8th April

	16:00
	- 
	16:30
	Break
	00:30
	

	16:30
	- 
	18:30
	Rnd 2 Match 5
	02:00
	19:00 Friday 8th April

	18:30
	- 
	19:30
	Hospitality Canapes and Drinks

	SATURDAY 9th APRIL 2011 Semi-Finals

	Start
	
	Finish
	Stage
	Time Allotted
	Appeals Expire

	10:00
	- 
	12:00
	Semi-Final 1/4
	02:00
	17:45 Saturday 9th April

	12:00
	- 
	13:00
	Lunch
	01:00
	

	13:00
	- 
	15:00
	Semi-Final 2/4
	02:00
	17:45 Saturday 9th April

	15:00
	- 
	15:15
	Break
	00:15
	

	15:15
	- 
	17:15
	Semi-Final 3/4
	02:00
	17:45 Saturday 9th April

	17:15
	- 
	17:45
	Break
	00:30
	

	17:45
	- 
	19:45
	Semi-Final 4/4
	02:00
	20:15 Saturday 9th April

	SUNDAY 10th APRIL 2011 Final
Variable by Team Agreement AND Consent of the Tournament Organiser

	Start
	 
	Finish
	Stage
	Time Allotted
	Appeals Expire

	09:30
	- 
	11:30
	Final 1/4
	02:00
	17:00 Sunday 10th April

	11:30
	- 
	11:45
	Break
	00:15
	

	11:45
	- 
	13:45
	Final 2/4
	02:00
	17:00 Sunday 10th April

	13:45
	- 
	14:45
	Lunch
	01:00
	

	14:45
	- 
	16:45
	Final 3/4
	02:00
	17:00 Sunday 10th April

	16:45
	- 
	17:00
	Break
	00:15
	

	17:00
	- 
	19:00
	Final 4/4
	02:00
	19:30 Sunday 10th April


2. DEFINITIONS

Expressions used in these Regulations and not defined shall have their ordinary meaning in the contract bridge terminology (which may include expressions defined in the Laws of Duplicate Bridge 2007). In the event of any doubt or dispute as to such meaning, the decision of the Tournament Organiser shall be final and conclusive. The singular shall include the plural and vice-versa; reference to one gender shall include the other. Unless repugnant to the context or obvious meaning, all terms defined in the ABF Tournament Regulations shall have the same meaning for the purpose of these Supplementary Regulations and, in addition, the following expressions where used in these Regulations shall have the following meanings:

2.1 ABF Tournament Regulations mean the General Tournament Regulations of the Australian Bridge Federation Incorporated. in force from time to time and applicable to these Playoffs which are defined in Section 5.1.
2.2 Open and Closed Rooms for any match or stanza or session of a match shall be those tables so designated by the Tournament Director.

3. NOMINATIONS

3.1 Players are eligible to enter the Seniors Playoffs provided their year of birth is 1951 or earlier.
Supplementary Announcement by ABF: Change to the age for ABF Seniors’ events. The WBF allows players who turn 60 in the same year to play in Seniors’ events. To represent Australia as a Senior you must accumulate sufficient PQP in the previous year (including 15 PQP in Seniors’ events) to qualify for the playoffs. In order for this to be achieved, the eligible age to play in Seniors’ events will be lowered to 59. Thus if you turn 59 in 2011 you are now eligible to play as a Senior.

Special consideration for 2011 Seniors Playoff. Players who turn 60 in 2011 and who have 15+ Open PQP may apply to the ABF Tournament Committee to be added to the Seniors’ panel.

3.2 All players with a minimum of 15 PQPs earned in 2010 Senior Events will be eligible to nominate.
3.3 Only players with 12 or more PQPs earned in 2010 Senior Events can transfer PQPs earned in Open Events towards their eligible Senior PQPs.

Each nominating team must designate a playing or non-playing captain. However the following are specifically excluded from accepting the role of non-playing captain:
· Members of the ABF Management Committee
· Members of the ABF Tournament Committee
· Anybody holding an official role in the event including, but not limited to:
· Tournament Organiser
· Director
· Scorer
· Floor Manager or Staff
· Caddies
· Appeals Committee Chairman or member
· Recorder
· BBO Manager
· BBO Operator
For designated and subsequent events for which teams may qualify as a result of the playoffs, teams may appoint a non-playing captain without the restrictions outlined above.

3.4 Nominating teams must designate 3 distinct pairs. There is NO requirement for pairs to have earned a minimum of 1 PQP in the same unit i.e. either in the same team or partnership. Pairs are not required to play in their designated partnerships.
3.5 Nominations must be submitted via the official website and must be received before 5.00 pm Sydney Time on Friday 1st April 2011.

3.6 A team may not enter where any player has won either the Open or Women’s Playoffs.

3.7 Acceptances, including any reserve teams, will be advised no later than 5:00pm Sunday 3rd April 2011, however the intention is to advise acceptance immediately following the closing time in 3.5 above.

3.8 Nominating teams will be ranked according to the total PQPs of their constituent pairs, discounted by 50% for each partnership’s PQPs not earned in the same unit i.e. either in the same team or partnership.

3.9 The top five teams will be accepted into the event and their names will be promulgated on the official website. An additional team will be formed and entered as a result of the Last Train event to be held in Canberra in January 2011.
In the event that no team from the Last Train nominates then six teams will be accepted from the online entry process.
Should there be a tie for the fifth or sixth playoff berth such ties will be broken in the following order:

· Source. PQP obtained in events
Category A
then
Category B
then
Category C
then
Category D
then
PQP obtained during the previous PQP year
then
By lot
3.10 Entries will be promulgated online at the time of entry and will be available for all interested parties to see.

3.11 Should there be insufficient entries, i.e. less than six teams in total, the ABF Tournament Committee in its sole discretion may augment the field either by reopening entries or by permitting a wildcard entry of a team which is eligible to compete in WBF Seniors events. The ABF Tournament Committee may, in its sole discretion, set ANY eligibility criteria for teams entering during any subsequent entry period subject only to the ability of the nominating team to be eligible to compete in WBF and APBF events.
Due to the short window between the closing of entries (Friday 1st April 2011) and commencement of the event (Wednesday 6th April 2011) players who may not be eligible but who may wish to enter are urged to put forward a team of six to be considered as a wildcard entry well ahead of the entry closing date.

3.12 The liability for entry fees arises upon acceptance of nominations and teams will still be liable for the entry fee in the event that they subsequently withdraw from the event. Successful teams must pay the entry fee of $1,560 per team to the Tournament Organiser before the start of play. There will be no refund of entry fees for teams knocked out in Stage I round robin or Stage II Semi-Finals. The Tournament Organiser, in his sole discretion, may permit alternative arrangements for the payment of the entry fee.

3.13 Together with entries which close at 17:00 Sydney Time on Friday 1st April 2011 all teams must submit their systems files being the two electronic files created by the ABF Convention Card editor. (available from the official website) for all proposed line-ups.
3.14 It is the responsibility of ALL players to arrive for play with a properly completed ABF standard system card and appropriate supplementary sheets. The CTD, in his sole discretion, may insist that a pair arriving without properly completed system cards be required to play a TOTALLY natural system with a limited number of conventions until the necessary paperwork is completed and the opponents have had sufficient time to review the system.

4. DESIGNATED EVENTS

4.1 The winning team will be offered BOTH of the following designated events:

· 2011 Seniors Bowl (Part of the Bermuda Bowl and Venice Cup World Championships) to be held in Veldhoven, Eindhoven, the Netherlands, Oct. 15th to 29th 2011 ; and
· APBF to be held in Malaysia 15 to 24 June 2011, at Indoor Sports Centre Olympic Council of Malaysia Jalan Hang Jebat 50150 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia. The Zone 7 Championship will accompany the APBF and (Z7 + BB) is considered to be a single Target event.
4.2 The team placed first in the 2011 Playoffs will be offered the right to represent Australia at both Target events. If only two pairs from Team 1 wish to attend a Target event those players may make an ordered short list of additional pairs to be drawn from those pairs that played in the Semi-Finals or Final of the Playoffs. The ABF Management Committee will have the right to choose the third pair from the submitted list.
4.3 If there are not 2 pairs from Team 1 willing to attend a Target event, the right to represent Australia will pass to Team 2. 

If Team 2 only has 2 pairs willing to attend the Target event, they may elect to accept augmentation by a pair from Team 1 in the first instance, then other finalists. The right to represent Australia will pass down the teams in the Playoff finishing order.
4.4 All pairs on the winning team must lodge a properly completed WBF System Card with the ABF on or before 24th April 2011.

4.5 The winning team attending the Seniors Bowl only may be required to attend a weekend (Friday afternoon till late Sunday afternoon) team building session to be held in Sydney. The ABF will subsidise the minimum airfare only for interstate travel and the cheaper of bus or air fare for travel within NSW. Failure of ALL players in the team to attend may rule the team ineligible to participate in the Seniors Bowl.
4.6 For purposes of eligibility to represent Australia internationally and allocation of PQPs the following formulae will be used to determine final placings in the playoffs:

1st 
Winner of Stage III Final
2nd
Loser of Stage III Final
3rd
Losing Semi-Finalist finishing higher in Stage I

4th
Losing Semi-Finalist finishing lower in Stage I
5th
Eliminated team finishing higher in Stage I
6th
Eliminated team finishing lower in Stage I
4.7 In addition the ABF advises that additional Senior Teams may be eligible to enter the Seniors APBF. A subsidy of the entry fees only will be met by the ABF, however all travelling and accommodation costs are to be borne by the players. The teams must be known as Captain - Australia, whilst the official Australian team will be known as 'Australia, then if necessary the Captain'. Preference in order will be given to players participating in the Senior playoffs, then to players with playoff points, then to any players applying to go. Teams wishing to fill the additional places should advise the ABF within 10 days of the completion of the Seniors Playoffs and acceptances will be announced as soon as possible thereafter. All players in the ‘additional teams’ must be age eligible and require ABF ratification.
4.8 Players should be aware that system regulations for these playoffs are similar to those which apply to the designated events and should be aware of such regulations prior to entering and prior to play.
5. AUTHORITIES AND OFFICIALS
5.1 The Sponsoring Organisation (Law 80) for the 2011 Playoffs is the Australian Bridge Federation Incorporated (ABF). The Playoffs are conducted in accordance with the ABF Tournament Regulations in force as at 1 January 2011 as well as these Supplementary Regulations. In the case of conflict the ABF Tournament Regulations in force as at 1 January 2011 will apply.
5.2 ABF Tournament Sub-Committee representative is Kim Morrison or failing him Bruce Neill or failing him Marcia Scudder or failing her David Stern

5.3 David Stern holds the positions of:

· Tournament Organiser
· The Appeals Sub-Committee Tournament Organiser
· The onsite Recorder
5.4 Matthew McManus holds the positions of:
· Chief Tournament Director (CTD)
· Scorer
5.5 Monitors may attend any table during the Playoff to carry out duties assigned by the Tournament Sub-Committee and/or the CTD.
5.6 Sub-Committees are constituted with at least three members except in an emergency when a Sub-Committee may be constituted with only two members.

6. EQUIPMENT, DEALING AND HAND RECORDS
6.1 Screens and bidding boxes are used throughout the Playoff including BBO Tables.

6.2 Bridgemates will be used for the entry of official table results. Players are urged to ensure the accuracy of scores before “accepting” the score.

6.3 Boards are pre-dealt using the ABF-approved computer program and hand records with makeable contracts (Deep Finesse) will be provided.

6.4 Players must use the methods and equipment in the manner specified by the Tournament Organiser and/or the CTD including but not limited to VuGraph, written bidding, bidding boxes, pick-up slips, table record sheets, electronic scoring units etc.
6.5 The Tournament Organiser, or at his direction the CTD may without notice, designate any table as a VuGraph table and no changes to seating are permitted if already posted.

6.6 The Tournament Organiser, or at his direction the CTD will have sole and total control of all aspects of any VuGraph presentation during these playoffs and all VuGraph staff must obey all instructions issued either by the Tournament Organiser and/or the CTD.

7. SYSTEMS
7.1 System regulations for this event will, in general terms, mirror those adopted by the WBF for designated events.
7.2 Yellow (sometimes referred to as HUM - Highly Unusual Methods) will not be permitted for any stage of the event.

7.3 Brown Sticker Conventions will not be allowed during any stage of the event. Brown Sticker are defined as:

7.3.1. Any opening bid of two clubs through three spades that:

· could be weak (may by agreement be made with values below average strength)
AND

· does not promise at least four cards in a known suit.

EXCEPTION: 
The bid always shows at least four cards in a


known suit if it is weak. If the bid does not show a known four card suit it must show a hand a king or more over average strength. (Explanation: Where all the weak meanings show at least four cards in one known suit, and the strong meanings show a hand with a king or more above average strength, it is not a Brown Sticker Convention.)

EXCEPTION
A two level opening bid in a minor showing a


weak two in either major, whether with or without the option of strong hand types, as described in the WBF Conventions Booklet.

7.3.2. An overcall of a natural opening bid of one of a suit that does not promise at least four cards in a known suit.


EXCEPTION: 
A natural overcall in no trumps.

EXCEPTION: 
Any cue bid suit that shows a strong hand.
EXCEPTION: 
A jump cue bid in opponent’s known suit that

asks partner to bid 3NT with a stopper in that suit.
7.3.3. Any 'weak' two-suited bids at the two or three level that may by agreement be made with three cards or fewer in one of the suits.

7.3.4. Psychic bids protected by system or required by system.

7.4 During the bidding or play of the hand, players may not refer to their own system cards or notes.
7.5 Players may alter part or all of their system only with the consent of the CTD who may, at his discretion, disallow the change or permit it, or part only of it, or permit it only after a period of time has elapsed sufficient to allow the opponents to prepare fresh defences.

8. SEEDING

8.1 Teams will be seeded 1 through 6 according to PQPs with the Last Train Team being seeded 6th.
8.2 The teams will not be renumbered one through six following completion of five matches in Stage I (completion of the first round robin) but the draw will be adjusted to reflect their standings at that time.
9. TRAVEL SUBSIDIES AND REBATES

9.1 Travel subsidies are based on home addresses and will be awarded to all players living more than 200kms from Sydney. The Tournament Organiser, in setting the subsidies, has had some regard for the need for flexible airfares and the late booking window to attend the playoffs.
Perth
$840
Darwin
$800

Adelaide
$520
Hobart
$520

Melbourne
$440
Canberra
$220
Brisbane
$440
Gold Coast
$440
Sydney
Nil
Other Locations
Set On Request

9.2 Non-playing captains will not be eligible for a subsidy.

9.3 No travel subsidies will be payable to wild card entries.

9.4 No travel subsidies will be payable to teams who are disqualified.

10. TOURNAMENT STRUCTURE AND CARRY FORWARDS
In summary the structure is a double round robin of 16 board matches with the bottom two teams being eliminated, 64 board Stage II Semi-Finals and a 64 board Stage III Final.
10.1 The Playoff will be comprised of three stages.
10.2 Stage I will consist of a complete double round robin of 10 sixteen board matches.

10.3 The net IMP score for each Stage I match will be converted to Victory Points using the WBF scale for 16 board matches (see Appendix).

10.4 The winning team in all knockout matches (Stage II and Stage III) will be that with the greater number of IMPs at the end of the match. A lead of any fraction of an IMP will be sufficient for a win.

10.5 Teams placed 1 through 4 at the end of Stage I will progress to Stage II – Semi Finals.

10.6 Teams placed 5 and 6 at the end of Stage I will be eliminated.

10.7 Stage II will consist of 64 board head-to-head matches – Semi-Finals (4 × 16 board stanzas).
10.8 The winner of Stage I will have the right to nominate its opponent in the Stage II Semi-Final from those teams finishing 3rd and 4th with the other team playing the remaining team from 3rd and 4th.
10.9 In Stage II and Stage III matches, the team finishing higher at the end of Stage I will carry-forward the number of IMPs equal to the difference in the teams’ final VP score in Stage I, to a maximum of 16.
10.10 Teams winning their Stage II Semi-Final will progress to Stage III – Final, which will consist of a head-to-head 64 board match (4 × 16 board stanzas).

11. SEATING

11.1 The team captain is responsible for posting the seating positions of the players on the Line-up Form with the system being played if more than one has been submitted.
11.2 Teams sit their players North/South at their home table.

11.3 Line-ups for the Stage I round robin will be ‘blind’, i.e. line-ups for both teams will be lodged without any information regarding the line-ups of the opposing team.
11.4 For the Stage I Round Robin matches the line-up and seating must be completed at least 10 minutes before the scheduled time of commencement of play. The CTD may alter posting times at his discretion.

11.5 In addition to the following penalties for non-compliance with completion of line-ups the offending team will lose the seating rights for that match if they had seating rights or the next match or stanza against that opponents which includes the second round robin or a stanza in the Stage II Semi-Finals or Stage III Final:

· 1st offence = a warning
· 2nd offence = one VP fine
· 3rd & subsequent offences = two VP fine per offence

11.6 In the Stage II Semi-Finals and Stage III Final the CTD will toss a coin for seating rights where the winner may elect to sit first or last for the first stanza. For subsequent stanzas, seating rights alternate.

11.7 For the Stage II Semi-Finals and Stage III Final, line-up and seating must be completed at least 10 minutes before the scheduled time of commencement of play for the team not having seating rights for the relevant stanza and 5 minutes before the scheduled time of commencement of play for the team having seating rights. The CTD may alter posting times at his discretion.

11.8 In addition to the following penalties for non-compliance with 11.7 the offending team will lose the seating rights for that stanza if they had seating rights or the next stanza against the that opponent which will include a subsequent stanza in the Stage II Semi-Finals or Stage III Final:

· 1st offence = a warning
· 2nd offence = 3 IMP fine
· 3rd & subsequent offences = 6 IMP fine per offence

11.9 All warnings will be cumulative throughout the entire Playoffs for the purpose of ascertaining second and subsequent offences.

12. TIES

12.1 Ties occur when one or more teams are on exactly the same VP score at the conclusion of Stage I or with an equal number of IMPS in subsequent Stages.
12.2 Ties at the end of a round robin are broken as follows:
· The team or pair with the greatest number of wins in VP (a draw is equal to half a win) shall be ranked higher.

if still tied:

· The team with the greatest number of net IMPs shall be ranked higher.

if still tied:

· By lot.
12.3 Ties at the end of the Stage II Semi-Finals and Stage III Final are broken by
· The playing of four more boards

if still tied:

· The playing one board at a time until the tie is broken or until the scheduled finishing time (whichever is sooner)
if still tied:

· By lot.
13. PLAYOFF QUALIFYING POINTS (PQPs)
13.1 Event finishing position are determined as follows:
1st
winner of the Stage III Final
2nd 
loser of the Stage III Final
3rd
losing Stage II Semi-Finalist finishing higher in Stage 1

4th 
losing Stage II Semi-Finalist finishing lower in Stage 1

5th
5th place finisher in Stage I

6th  
6th place finisher in Stage I
13.2 2011 Senior PQPs will be awarded as follows:

1st 
36


2nd 
30


3rd 
24

4th 
18


5th 
12

6th
  0

14. BOARD RULE AND SUBSTITUTIONS
14.1 In order for a team to be eligible to represent Australia, each player in the team must play at least:
· Four of the ten matches in Stage I as well as
· half of the boards being 2 stanzas of 16 boards in each of Stage II and Stage III.
Fouled boards are deemed to have been played in the scheduled segment, whether cancelled altogether or replayed in next stanza.

14.2 Nothing prevents a change in partnerships provided that the provisions of all system obligations and 14.1 above are fulfilled.
14.3 When a pair or a player fails to satisfy the board rule, the ABF Management Committee in its absolute discretion and following a report from the CTD and the ABF Tournament Committee determines the eligibility of the player, the pair and the team. Prima facie, consideration is given to disqualification of the entire team. This decision is made subsequent to the completion of the event.
14.4 The CTD at his sole discretion may determine that a player who is unavailable due to an illness or injury which prevents him from playing and a player nominated by the team as his partner for the purpose of this regulation has in fact fulfilled the board rule. In this regard the CTD may ask for evidence to satisfy himself as to the nature of the illness or injury.

14.5 Where the lack of availability is more than two matches the ABF Tournament Committee in its absolute discretion and following a report from the CTD will make a recommendation to the ABF Management Committee as to the eligibility of the player, his partner and/or the team. Prima facie consideration will be given to disqualification of the entire team. This decision will be made subsequent to the completion of the event.
14.6 Substitution is a not a right but a privilege allowed for cause at the discretion of the CTD and/or Tournament Sub-Committee whose decision on this issue may not be appealed. Boards played by an approved substitute will count towards fulfilment of the minimum board requirement of original player.
14.7 The maximum substitution allowable for cause for any player in Stage I is 2 matches.

14.8 The maximum number of substitutes allowable for cause by any team in Stage I is 4 matches
14.9 The maximum substitution allowable for cause for any player in Stage II and III is 25% (1 stanza or 16 boards).
14.10 The maximum number of substitutes allowable for cause by any team in Stage II or Stage III is 2 stanzas or 32 boards.
14.11 Any unauthorised substitution or substitution in excess of those allowed may result in disqualification notwithstanding that the team may be asked by the CTD to continue to complete the event.

15. APPEALS

15.1 The CTD must be notified of a team’s intention to appeal a Director’s ruling prior to the expiry time for appeals shown in section 1.4 above.

15.2 The Appeals Committee Convener shall forthwith constitute a committee of not less than three members and preferably five from available experienced players and appoint a Chairman (usually himself). Appeals will be heard at the first convenient opportunity, not necessarily immediately following the match in which the appeal is involved, unless it has a direct bearing on the next stage of the event.
No competitor or non-playing captain in the 2011 Seniors Playoffs shall sit on the Appeals Committee during any stage in which he/she is competing. For clarity, a non-playing captain of a team in an adjacent event is eligible to sit on an appeals committee.
15.3 The decision of the Appeals Committee shall be by majority and, in the case of equality of votes, the Chairman shall have a casting vote as well as a deliberate vote.
15.4 Teams should be aware that the ABF has decided to impose score penalties when the Appeals Committee considers an appeal “frivolous” or “without merit”. In ABF events the maximum penalty that an appeal committee can award is 2.5 VPs for Victory Point Matches utilising the WBF VP Scale (Stage I) or 10 IMP during a knockout match (Stage II onwards).

16. SCORE CORRECTION

16.1 In each stage, the Correction Period for a session (Law 79C), during which scoring errors made by the players may be corrected is that shown as the Appeal Period in the table in paragraph 1.4 above.

16.2 Scoring errors made by the Official Scorer during Stage I may be corrected anytime up until 30 minutes after the completion of Stage I.

16.3 Scoring errors made by the Official Scorer during Stage II may be corrected anytime up until 30 minutes after the completion of Stage II.

16.4 Scoring errors made by the Official Scorer during Stage III may be corrected anytime up until 30 minutes after the completion of Stage III.

17. FOULED BOARDS AND SCORING
17.1 A ruling that a board is “fouled” must be sought within the Correction Period specified in 16.1 above.
17.2 A board that does not tally with the hand record is not ipso-facto “fouled”.

17.3 Law 87 deems that a board is "fouled" when the Director determines that one or more cards were misplaced in the board, in such a manner that contestants who should have a direct score comparison did not play the board in identical form.

17.4 For head-to-head team matches the result of the fouled board is cancelled. A substitute board is played at both tables unless the result of the match is known or any of the players has left the table at the conclusion of that stanza. In these cases the board is cancelled and a score of 3 IMPs assigned to both sides. In matches with multiple stanzas (ie. Stage II and Stage III), the substitute board must be played in the next stanza if possible.
17.5 The CTD may issue a procedural penalty (1 VP) to teams who are reasonably determined to be responsible for fouling a board.

17.6 When the CTD chooses to award an artificial adjusted score of average plus or average minus, that score is plus 3 IMPs or minus 3 IMPs respectively.

18. PENALTIES

18.1 Penalties are not subject to appeal, but the CTD may be requested by the chairman of the Appeals Committee to review the assessment.

18.2 There will be no grace period for late arrival. Procedural penalties for late arrival are:


Stage I
Subsequent Stages
Up to 5 minutes late 
1 VP
3 IMPs


From 5+ to 10 minutes late
2 VP
6 IMPs
From 10+ to 15 minutes late
3 VP
9 IMPs

18.3 If a pair is over 15 minutes late a more severe penalty, including disqualification, will be assessed by the CTD. The CTD at his discretion may allow the match to be played.
18.4 The CTD’s timepiece will be used as the means of determining the lateness of arrival but a player may request the CTD to compare the time on his timepiece with “official” Australian Eastern Standard Time for the purposes of determining the exact arrival time. Having done so the CTD’s assessment will then be considered final.

18.5 If a number of boards are unable to be played because one pair is late, the non-offending team will be awarded a score of 3 IMPs for every board not played.

18.6 In cases of slow play in Stage I, the assessed procedural penalty will be 1 VP for each 5 minute period (or part thereof) that elapses after the scheduled end of session and before the end of play. The CTD will assess how this will be allocated between the teams involved, based on any monitor's reports and his own observations and any admissions from the players involved.

18.7 In cases of slow play in Stages II and III the assessed procedural penalty will be 1 IMP for each minute that elapses after the scheduled end of session and before the end of play. The CTD will assess how this will be allocated between the teams involved, based on any monitor's reports and his own observations and any admissions from the players involved.

18.8 
It is possible for a pair considered responsible for excessive slow play to be penalised in a session that finished within the allotted period. Any such penalty is at the CTD’s discretion.

18.9 Where players are penalised for late arrival as well as slow play the team will be assessed for the greater of the two penalties.
18.10 
MOBILE PHONES (also covering other electronic communication devices). In the qualifying rounds of ABF events, including Stage I of this event, it will be possible for players to carry a mobile phone, but in the interest of not disturbing other players, it should be switched off or on silent mode. Players may not answer calls or make calls during session time whether in the playing area or outside of it. In the case of subsequent stages of ABF events, Semi-Finals and Final of this event, mobile phones and other electronic devices will not be permitted in the playing area. Tournament Organisers are to provide envelopes into which players will lodge their phones prior to the start of the session. Envelopes will be labelled with the player’s name and held in safe keeping until the end of the session.
18.11 Any player answering a mobile phone or using any electronic communication device including, but not limited to a computer or IPad, during the session without express prior approval from the CTD will be immediately disqualified from the event. In cases where there are boards still to be played in the session in which the offence occurs, in Stage III or where a board has yet to be played at the other table in the match, all such boards will be scored as 3 IMPs to the opposing side. In Stages I and II where the board has already been played at the other table in the match, the board will be scored as the greater of 3 IMPs or the IMP score obtained when comparing the score at the other table with the average score obtained at all tables which played the board. The CTD will report any players disqualified under this provision to the ABF Ethics Committee.

18.12 Consumption of alcohol is not permitted in the playing room during session time. Violation of this prohibition incurs a disciplinary penalty of 3 VP or 9 IMP.
19. FORFEITS

19.1 In the case of a forfeit in Stage I, the score of the non-offending team at the end of Stage I is adjusted to the highest of:
(a) 18 VPs; or

(b) its mean VP score for completed rounds; or

(c) 30 VPs minus the mean VP score for completed rounds of the forfeiting team (maximum 25-5 VPs).

19.2 The non-offender's IMP score is the mean of the range of the VP score allocated.

19.3 The offender’s score is 0 VP and –72 IMPs.
20. ALERTS AND EXPLANATIONS

20.1 All calls that the opponents may misunderstand or misinterpret are to be alerted with an ALERT card.

20.2 Each player is to alert his/her screen mate to any alertable call made by the partnership. It is the responsibility of the player alerting to ensure that the alert has been received and acknowledged.

20.3 All explanations are to be in writing - no verbal communication between screen mates is allowed during the bidding or the play.

20.4 No communication across the screen (other than declarer’s call of a card from dummy) is allowed without the permission of the Director.

21. SUMMARY OF SCREEN REGULATIONS
21.1 Each player must provide his/her screen-mate with a convention card and any system notes.
21.2 North is in charge of the boards.

21.3 West operates the screen aperture.

21.4 North and South push the bidding tray to the other side of the screen.

21.5 The opening lead will be left face down until the screen is raised.

21.6 The board must remain in the centre of the table, visible on both sides of the screen, throughout play.
21.7 It is a breach of regulation to transfer the bidding tray knowing that an irregularity has occurred.
22. MISCELLANEOUS

22.1 In accordance with ABF policy, smoking is not permitted in the playing area, but the Tournament Organiser may designate other areas where smoking is permitted.

22.2 The combined VP score for any match in Stage I need not equal 30 VPs, if, for example, the CTD or Appeals Committee awards a split score or an artificially adjusted score on a board.
23. WITHDRAWALS FOLLOWING RATIFICATION OF THE TEAM

23.1 A permitted withdrawal occurs when the ABF Management Committee accepts notification of a withdrawal caused by emergency after the ratification of the Australian team.

A subsequent disqualification occurs where a member of a team ranked first or second is found to be ineligible due to failure to comply with the minimum board rule during the Playoff or where for good reason the ABF Management Committee decides that a player was ineligible after the commencement of the Playoff.

Partnership Withdrawal: The effect of a permitted withdrawal and of a subsequent disqualification on the remaining members of the team is identical and is to be handled as follows:

(i) The ABF Management Committee or its delegate will inform the team through the team contact that a permitted withdrawal or subsequent disqualification has occurred.
(ii) the team contact will confer with the team and will then name the second player who will withdraw. Notionally the team is to advise the ABF within three business days of the name of the "partner" of the player who has been permitted to withdraw or has been disqualified. The partnership may be actual or notional.

(iii) In the event that the team declines to name a second player under the terms of (ii) above, the ABF will determine who that second player is to be by lot.

23.2 Augmentation: A team ranked first or second in the Playoff, which accepts an invitation to represent Australia at a Designated Event and which is (or is reduced by permitted withdrawal or subsequent disqualification to) a team of four, will be augmented by the ABF Management Committee to increase the number of team members to six. In effecting an augmentation the ABF Management Committee will select a pair that played a reasonable number of boards as a partnership during the Playoff but did not qualify to represent Australia at one of the Designated events.
24. SPECTATORS NOTICE
24.1 The following regulations have been put in place to ensure fair play during the trials. Failure to comply may affect the players at the table concerned. Offenders may be removed from the premises for the duration of the playoffs.

24.2 Spectators shall not sit in such a position that they can observe players on both sides of the screen.

24.3 Spectators shall not converse with players or amongst themselves while bidding and play proceeds.

24.4 Spectators are not allowed to disturb players in any manner.

24.5 Spectators are to abide by the laws covering them in "The Laws of Duplicate Bridge 2007”
24.6 Spectators may watch one table only and once having left the playing room may not re-enter.

24.7 Spectators are not to walk about the playing rooms at any time during a session except to leave.
TEAM ROSTER
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STAGE I DRAW
Seating for all matches will be blind, i.e. neither team will know the opponents' line up when putting in their own team’s line up. This is in keeping with current WBF policy on line ups. Teams sit NS at their own table number.
	
	Round
	
	
	

	Wed 11:00
	RR1 - 1
	6 v 1 
	5 v 2 
	4 v 3

	Wed 14:00
	RR1 - 2
	3 v 6 
	2 v 4 
	1 v 5

	Wed 16:30
	RR1 - 3
	2 v 6 
	1 v 3 
	5 v 4

	Thu 10:00
	RR1 - 4
	6 v 5 
	4 v 1 
	3 v 2

	Thu 13:00
	RR1 - 5
	4 v 6 
	3 v 5 
	2 v 1

	TEAMS WILL NOT BE RENUMBERED AFTER THE 1st ROUND ROBIN

TEAMS WILL RETAIN THEIR TEAM NUMBERS THROUGHOUT THE ROUND ROBIN

The following draw will however be adjusted to reflect finishing positions based on the following where 1 is the first round robin leader 2 is the team finishing 2nd etc. 

	Thu 15:15
	RR2 - 1
	1 v 6
	2 v 5
	3 v 4

	Thu 17:45
	RR2 - 2
	6 v 3
	4 v 2
	5 v 1

	Fri 11:00
	RR2 - 3
	6 v 2
	3 v 1
	4 v 5

	Fri 14:00
	RR2 - 4
	5 v 6
	1 v 4
	2 v 3

	Fri 16:30
	RR2 - 5
	6 v 4
	5 v 3
	1 v 2

	18:30 Friday
Please Join us for Wine & Cheese


VP SCALE
	VP Result
	16 Boards

	15 - 15
	0 - 2

	16 - 14
	3 - 7

	17 - 13
	8 - 11

	18 - 12
	12 - 15

	19 - 11
	16 - 19

	20 - 10
	20 - 23

	21 - 9
	24 - 27

	22 - 8
	28 - 31

	23 - 7
	32 - 36

	24 - 6
	37 - 41

	25 - 5
	42 - 46

	25 - 4
	47 - 52

	25 - 3
	53 - 58

	25 - 2
	59 - 64

	25 - 1
	65 - 71

	25 - 0
	72+
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