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Open and Women’s Pairs Top 8
S Hinge D Morgan 1131
M Watts E Chadwick 1090
R Mooney T Demarco 1026
G Tucker M Millar 996
A Fallon B Marrett 977
J Touyz D Frankel 964
J Blight P McNamara 959
P Livesey C Dibley 953

Mixed and Seniors Pairs Top 8
T Jackman R Wallis 970
H Dawson J Ebery 959
L Kelso P Schroor 939
E Berger T Berger 931
J Reynolds P Reynolds 926
D Greenfield S Shilbury 882
P Grant T Marinos 861
R Hanson J Herring 854

T6
KJT973
73
K96

J732 AKQ4
A 642
AKJT542 Q6
T AJ73

985
Q85
98
Q8542

On Board 16 of Session 3 of the Pairs only one
pair failed to make 13 tricks (to be fair it was
because North played in 4X)

It was though much more elusive to bid and in
the Mixed/Seniors and Open/Women’s fields 
there were slightly more (5) 4bidders than
those who bid 6(4) with one pair of noncon-
formists in each field bidding 6and one mixed
pair in 3NT. Several of those in 4 are not nor-
mally known as conservative bidders.

As might be expected, the one pair in the whole
field who bid and made 7was a Youth Pair
(Gosney/ Moskovsky) - but in the Youth Pairs
overall, the five pairs playing managed to land in
five different contracts—3by East, 4X by
North, 4by East, 6by West and 7by West.

You never can tell.

Youth Pairs Top 8
P Hollands J Howard 390
S Yuen R Thornberry 360
P Gosney E Moskovsky 354
R Stevenson J Higgins 352
A Munro J Rosen 319
S Williams Y Joon 316
E Tewes L Matheson 300
S Schulz S Harrison 113

Despairs

Who’s bidding their slams then?
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Lerida Estate wines are a main sponsor at this year’s 
ANC. It is located close to Canberra on a picturesque
site adjacent to Lake George on the road to Sydney.
The winery was designed by world renowned architect
Glenn Murcutt.

Lerida produces trophy and medal winning wines in-
cluding its well known chardonnay, pinot gris and shi-
raz viognier. There is a Cellar Door and on the week-
ends Café Lerida is open for lunch. Visit their website
at www.leridaestate.com.

One of our restaurant sponsors is D’Browes restau-
rant in Narrabundah. Not far from Manuka or King-
ston, ’Browes contemporises traditional dining at its 
best–candle-lit tables, crisp linen and designer
decor, combined with the finest food from Asia to
Europe.

This restaurant is a return to the good old days of
simple style and sophisticated dishes. Why not
make a booking on 62956990. If you like lamb
shanks they are among the best in Canberra!

L E R I D A
E S T A T E

Lake George

Deadly Defence
by Peter Gill

Andrew Marcovics showed me this interesting
hand yesterday (dummy’s cards are only approxi-
mate).

You deal and open 5. West bids 5, partner
doubles and all pass. Your partner leads the
A.

What do you lead and why?

Continued on p 4.

J5
KT762
6
Q8654

86
-
AKQJ8632
973

The trouble with Acol
In response to Len Dixon’s article about 4 card 
majors and weak no trumps, Chris Mulley
gives his view on why Acol was rated so
poorly as a system:

“The problem is that when you hold a strong 
NT without a 4-card minor, playing Acol you
must open 1M. In response to that, if partner is
6-9 HCP they will respond 1NT or make a
single raise.

Opposite either of these bids you have no idea
whether you should be inviting game or not. If
you don't invite, you miss games, if you do
invite you end up too high fairly frequently.

If you open strong NT with 4-card majors, you
have an easy pass holding a weak NT in either
of those auctions. Playing 5-card majors, you
open 1m and it is very much more likely that
partner will respond 1M, allowing you to rebid
1NT with your strong NTs.

This auction occurs with sufficient regularity
to put Acol significantly behind the other natu-
ral systems.”

There are a lot of Acol players in this competi-
tion. There have to be some other views.
We’d love to hear them.

Contributions Wanted
As always, contributions to the Bulletin very
welcome—leave in the box on the hospitality
desk, download to the computer in the admini-
stration room or email the editor (Keith Ogborn)
at historian@abf.com.au
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Defending 5X recently, Cesary Balicki, the
Polish expert who won last year’s NOT, played 
J, to inform partner that this diamonds were
headed by the AKQJ. His partner, who held the
T, got the hint and continued with the J, suit
preference to indicate he had the T, Cesery
then underled his diamonds to the ten to get an-
other heart ruff.

Ron Klinger plans to publish a book called
Deadly Defence next year, featuring this and
other Balicki treasures.

Deadly Defence cont

J5
KT762
6
Q8654

86
-
AKQJ8632
973

Please read if you
intend to kibitz the
teams event

CLOSED ROOM
Spectators are not permit-
ted.

OPEN ROOM
Spectators are not permitted
to enter after the commence-
ment of the session.

Spectators must remain at
one table and watch one
hand only.

The Sunday pairs events


