
 

STANDARD SYSTEM CARD

OPENING BIDS

PRE-ALERTS: CALLS THAT MAY HAVE UNEXPECTED
MEANING/S OR REQUIRE SPECIAL DEFENCE

COMPETITIVE BIDDING

BASIC RESPONSES

PLAY CONVENTIONS

CONVENTIONS

AUSTRALIAN BRIDGE FEDERATION
INCORPORATED ©

Names:
ABF Nos:
Basic System: Brown Sticker
Classification: Green Blue Red Yellow

Describe strength, minimum length, or specific meaning Canape
1A 1B 1C 1D

1 NT may contain 5 card major
2A Stayman: simple extended Other:
Transfers 2B 2C 2D

2 NT Other:
2A

2B

2C

2D

2 NT
3 NT

Negative doubles through Responsive doubles through
Jump overcalls Unusual NT
1NT overcall (immediate) (re-opening)
Immed cue of minor
Immed cue of major
Over opponent's 1NT (weak)
Over opponent's 1NT (strong)
Over weak twos
Over opening threes

Jump raises - minors limit forcing Other:
Jump raises - majors limit forcing Other:
Jump shifts after minor opening
Jump shifts after major opening
Responses to strong 2 suit opening
Responses to 2NT opening

'NT' Versus Notrump 'S' Versus Suit = Both
Sequence leads: Overlead all All except AK x (x)

Underlead Other:
Four or more with an honour 4th highest attitude

3rd/5th Other:
From 4 small 2nd highest Other:
From 3 cards (no honour) top middle bottom
Signal on partner's lead: high encourage low encourage

Other:
Signal on declarer's lead
Discards McKenney high encourage low encourage

odd/even Other:
Count natural reverse

4NT: Blackwood RKCB Other:
4A Gerber when?

Other Conventions

©ABF Marketing
PO Box 397
Fyshwick ACT 2609
Tel: 02 6239 2265
FAX: 02 6239 1816
Copyright © BCC 6.3.20.1

ACOL

11+  4+ 11+  4+ 11+  4+ 11+  4+
(11) 12-14

PUPPET INVITATIONAL INVITATIONAL
BARON

GAMEFORCE OR 8.5-9 PTY
STANDARD MULTI   6 CARD M 6-9HCP  OR 20-22 NT
H+ OTHER LESS THAN OPENING BID
S+ MINOR  LESS THAN OPENING BID

MINORS  LESS THAN OPENING BID
GAMBLING  LONG MINOR  NO OUTSIDE KEY CARDS

1NT-2D

4H 4H
WEAK / INTER LOWEST UNBID SUITS

15-18 10-14
MM
Mm

CAPELETTI
CAPELETTI
X / LEBENSOHL
X

WEAK
WEAK

FIT-SHOWING
FITSHOWING
2 D NEG < 2 CONTROLS. OR WAITING

3H FORCING

COUNT

0314      EXCL RKCB
AFTER 1 NT

MICHAELS  STRONG/WEAK
CROWHURST
LEBENSOHL
SWINW
DOPI

LAVINGS
OVER 4NT  2KC+VOID  BID 6 VOID
OVER 4NT 3 KC+Q BID 5NT
CUEBIDS

DE JONG ARBER
134384 130311



 CONVENTIONS

OTHER NOTES

RESPONSES TO OPENING BIDS
Additional responses to 1NT

3A/3B

3C/3D

4A

4B

4C

4D

Unusual NT: minors other suits lower 2 unbid suits
other

Other slam bidding Cue Bids Asking Bids
4th Suit Forcing One round Game force
NT Checkback Priorities
Defence to 3NT opening
Defence to opening Two's: Multi 2B

RCO style 2-s

Other 2-s

Defence to strong A

Lebensohl Over NT interference
Other uses

Take out of 4 level pre-empts 4A/4B

4C 4D

Describe strength, minimum length or specific meaning

1A 1B 2NT
1C/D 3A

1NT 3B

2A 3C

2B 3D

2C 3NT
2D 4 bids

1B 1C/D 3A

1NT 3B

2A 3C

2B 3D

2C 3NT
2D 4B

2NT 4 Other

1C/D 1NT 3A

2A 3B

2B 3C/D
2C/D 3NT
2NT 4A/B

2A 2B 2C/D
other

2B 2C 3A/B
2D 3C/D
2NT 3NT

2C/D 2NT 3NT
3A/B 4A/B
3C/D 4C/D

3A 4A

3B 4B

3C 4C

3D 4D

3NT other

2NT

5 C ASKS FOR SHORTAGE
5 C ASKS FORCES TO 3NT OR 4M
GERBER

TO PLAY
TO PLAY

4C= MM SAME LENGTH, 4D=LONGER S
2H=T/O H  X=T/O S

         2NT 15-18HCP FLAT
         2NT 15-18HCP FLAT

2H,S   4C=C+M   4D

CAPELETTI, X=C, 1D=44M, 2D=55M

AFTER X OF WEAK 2 , 2NT ASKS FOR 3C
X=T/O CARDS, 4NT=2 SUITS

X=T/O X=PEN.

2C - 3H,S,4C,D 1 LOSER SUIT LESS THAN 3 CONTROLS
2C,X, PASS, LESS THAN 1 CONTROL. 2H,S,3C,D NATURAL
2C,X, XX 1-2 CONTROLS
2D,X, 2H AT LEAST 33M.  PASS LESS THAN 33M
1NT,2C, 2NT 6+MINOR 11-12
1NT,2C, 3C,D 6+ C,D 13-14

4+ 6+HCP C SUPPORT 10-12 OR 16+
4+ 6+HCP PRE-EMPTIVE
8-10 HCP NO M SPLINTER
4+ 6-9 HCP, NO M SPLINTER
FIT SHOWING SPLINTER
FIT SHOWING C SUPPORT, 13-15 FLAT
FIR SHOWING

4+ 6+HCP FIT SHOWING
7-10 HCP NO M PRE-EMPTIVE
10+ HCP  5+C SPLINTER
4+ 6-9 HCP NO M SPLINTER
FIT SHOWING D SUPPORT 13-15 FLAT
FIT SHOWING PRE-EMPTIVE
D SUPPORT 10-12 OR 16+

6-9 HCP FIT SHOWING
10+ HCP 5+ C FIT SHOWING
10+ HCP 5+ D PRE-EMPTIVE
6-9 HCP 4+ M M SUPPORT 13-15 FLAT
M SUPPORT 10-12 HCP OR 16+

LESS THAN 2C OR WAITING 2S POSITIVE S
2H  2-3 CONTROLS                       2NT      POSITIVE WITH H

CORRECTABLE FORCING
GAME INTEREST IN H CORRECTABLE
FORCING INQUIRY UP TO 8 HCP MM

FORCING INQUIRY TO PLAY
FORCING
PRE-EMPTIVE CORRECTABLE

TO PLAY TO PLAY
TO PLAY TO PLAY
FORCING KEY CARD IN C
FORCING KEY CARD IN D
TO PLAY
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Names:
ABF Nos:
Basic System: Brown Sticker
Classification: Green Blue Red Yellow

Describe strength, minimum length, or specific meaning Canape
1A 1B 1C 1D

1 NT may contain 5 card major
2A Stayman: simple extended Other:
Transfers 2B 2C 2D

2 NT Other:
2A

2B

2C

2D

2 NT
3 NT

Negative doubles through Responsive doubles through
Jump overcalls Unusual NT
1NT overcall (immediate) (re-opening)
Immed cue of minor
Immed cue of major
Over opponent's 1NT (weak)
Over opponent's 1NT (strong)
Over weak twos
Over opening threes

Jump raises - minors limit forcing Other:
Jump raises - majors limit forcing Other:
Jump shifts after minor opening
Jump shifts after major opening
Responses to strong 2 suit opening
Responses to 2NT opening

'NT' Versus Notrump 'S' Versus Suit = Both
Sequence leads: Overlead all All except AK x (x)

Underlead Other:
Four or more with an honour 4th highest attitude

3rd/5th Other:
From 4 small 2nd highest Other:
From 3 cards (no honour) top middle bottom
Signal on partner's lead: high encourage low encourage

Other:
Signal on declarer's lead
Discards McKenney high encourage low encourage

odd/even Other:
Count natural reverse

4NT: Blackwood RKCB Other:
4A Gerber when?

Other Conventions
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ACOL

4+    11+ 4+    11+ 4+      11+ 4+      11+
12-14  ,   3rd 15-17

H S C
D Super Accepts

Stong Game Force or 81/2 Tricks in a major
Multi - Weak 2 in Major or 20-22 Balanced
Multi - 5-5 in H+C or S+D 5-9 High Card Points
Multi - 5-5 in Reds or Blacks 5-9 HCP

Multi - 5-5 in Majors or Minors
Gambling Minor

Light (Very) Third Seat Opening
2C Strong - 2H Second Negative

4H 4H
Intermed(10-14) Minors

15-18 10-14
Michaels
Michaels

Double 14+ or Aspro (2c=H+Other,2d=S+minor ,2nt=mainors
Aspro
X
X

Pre emptive
Pre emptive

Fit Showing (3 Card Suit)  8-11 HCP
Fit Showing (3 Card Suit)  8-11 HCP
2D Waiting , 2H 0-4

3C/3D/3S Pass or Correct .3H Forcing

Reverse Count
Reverse Count

0314

SWINE
LONG SUIT TRIAL
SPLINTERS
CUE RAISES
NT RAISES

LEBENSOHL
CROWHURST

Boris Tencer  George Gaspar
148776



 CONVENTIONS

OTHER NOTES

RESPONSES TO OPENING BIDS
Additional responses to 1NT

3A/3B

3C/3D

4A

4B

4C

4D

Unusual NT: minors other suits lower 2 unbid suits
other

Other slam bidding Cue Bids Asking Bids
4th Suit Forcing One round Game force
NT Checkback Priorities
Defence to 3NT opening
Defence to opening Two's: Multi 2B

RCO style 2-s

Other 2-s

Defence to strong A

Lebensohl Over NT interference
Other uses

Take out of 4 level pre-empts 4A/4B

4C 4D

Describe strength, minimum length or specific meaning

1A 1B 2NT
1C/D 3A

1NT 3B

2A 3C

2B 3D

2C 3NT
2D 4 bids

1B 1C/D 3A

1NT 3B

2A 3C

2B 3D

2C 3NT
2D 4B

2NT 4 Other

1C/D 1NT 3A

2A 3B

2B 3C/D
2C/D 3NT
2NT 4A/B

2A 2B 2C/D
other

2B 2C 3A/B
2D 3C/D
2NT 3NT

2C/D 2NT 3NT
3A/B 4A/B
3C/D 4C/D

3A 4A

3B 4B

3C 4C

3D 4D

3NT other

2NT

SLAM TRY
SLAM TRY
FORCING SETTING SUIT
FORCING SETTING SUIT
TO PLAY
TO PLAY

SHOW SUPPORT
DOUBLE

DOUBLE 16+ HCP
BID = GOOD SUIT

ASPRO ( TWO LEVEL)

DOUBLE
DOUBLE 4NT

4+   6+ HCP 10-12 OR 15+ WITH 4C
4+   6+ HCP 4+C  0-8 HCP
8-10 HCP SPLINTER
3+CARD 5-9 HCP SPLINTER
FIT SHOWING SPLINTER
FIT SHOWING 13-15 4+ CLUBS
FIT SHOWING

4+     5+ HCP FIT SHOWING
8-10 HCP 4+  0-8 HCP
4+    10+HCP SPLINTER
3+    5-9 HCP SPLINTER
FIT SHOWING 13-15 HCP  4+D
FIT SHOWING PRE EMPTIVE
10-12 OR 15+   4+D

5-9 HCP FIT SHOWING
4+  10+ HCP FIT SHOWING
4+  10+ HCP PRE EMPTIVE
3 CARD 5-9 HCP 13-15 HCP 4+CARD
10-12 0R 15+ 4+CARDS SPLINTER

WAITING SECOND NEG 0-4
2S/3C/3D  5+ A+K OR BETTER

PASS OR CORRECT FORCING
PASS OR CORRECT PASS OR CORRECT PRE EMPT
FORCING INQUIRY 4+4 IN MAJORS

FORCING INQUIRY TO PLAY
PASS OR CORRECT PASS/CORRECT PRE EMPT
PASS OR CORRECT PASS OR CORRECT

PASS OR CORRECT PASS OR CORRECT-PRE EMPT
PASS OR CORRECT PASS OR CORRECT-PRE EMPT
FORCING PASS OR CORRECT
PASS OR CORRECT PASS OR CORRECT
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Names:
ABF Nos:
Basic System: Brown Sticker
Classification: Green Blue Red Yellow

Describe strength, minimum length, or specific meaning Canape
1A 1B 1C 1D

1 NT may contain 5 card major
2A Stayman: simple extended Other:
Transfers 2B 2C 2D

2 NT Other:
2A

2B

2C

2D

2 NT
3 NT

Negative doubles through Responsive doubles through
Jump overcalls Unusual NT
1NT overcall (immediate) (re-opening)
Immed cue of minor
Immed cue of major
Over opponent's 1NT (weak)
Over opponent's 1NT (strong)
Over weak twos
Over opening threes

Jump raises - minors limit forcing Other:
Jump raises - majors limit forcing Other:
Jump shifts after minor opening
Jump shifts after major opening
Responses to strong 2 suit opening
Responses to 2NT opening

'NT' Versus Notrump 'S' Versus Suit = Both
Sequence leads: Overlead all All except AK x (x)

Underlead Other:
Four or more with an honour 4th highest attitude

3rd/5th Other:
From 4 small 2nd highest Other:
From 3 cards (no honour) top middle bottom
Signal on partner's lead: high encourage low encourage

Other:
Signal on declarer's lead
Discards McKenney high encourage low encourage

odd/even Other:
Count natural reverse

4NT: Blackwood RKCB Other:
4A Gerber when?

Other Conventions
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4+C(3 rarely) 11 4+D 11+ 4+H 11+ 4+S 11+
(NV 1&2) 11-13   (rest) 14-17

5-card
H S range/long minor

1 short suit, 1or2 long 3x 3-suited
23+ or better than 8 tricks
weak 6cs Vul maybe 5cs NV
weak 6cs Vul maybe 5cs NV
weak 6cs Vul maybe 5cs NV

20-22

mini 1NT
weak jump shifts

4H 4H
weakish lower 2

15-18 11-14
majors
other major + a minor

ASPTRO
ASPTRO
X t/o (Lebensohl)
X t/o

weak
weak
2C: 2D=weak or 9+,2H=4-6,2S up=7-9transfers

Stayman & transfers

(NT) AQ attitude K count

(NT) attitude

reverse

then 5N for K

Rubensohl
Lebensohl
Blackout
Fit-showing jumps
Crowhurst

GSF
modified SWINE
long & short suit trials
splinters

S

NT

S

S

S

Michael Dilks Blaine Howe



 CONVENTIONS

OTHER NOTES

RESPONSES TO OPENING BIDS
Additional responses to 1NT

3A/3B

3C/3D

4A

4B

4C

4D

Unusual NT: minors other suits lower 2 unbid suits
other

Other slam bidding Cue Bids Asking Bids
4th Suit Forcing One round Game force
NT Checkback Priorities
Defence to 3NT opening
Defence to opening Two's: Multi 2B

RCO style 2-s

Other 2-s

Defence to strong A

Lebensohl Over NT interference
Other uses

Take out of 4 level pre-empts 4A/4B

4C 4D

Describe strength, minimum length or specific meaning

1A 1B 2NT
1C/D 3A

1NT 3B

2A 3C

2B 3D

2C 3NT
2D 4 bids

1B 1C/D 3A

1NT 3B

2A 3C

2B 3D

2C 3NT
2D 4B

2NT 4 Other

1C/D 1NT 3A

2A 3B

2B 3C/D
2C/D 3NT
2NT 4A/B

2A 2B 2C/D
other

2B 2C 3A/B
2D 3C/D
2NT 3NT

2C/D 2NT 3NT
3A/B 4A/B
3C/D 4C/D

3A 4A

3B 4B

3C 4C

3D 4D

3NT other

2NT

3-suits short in next higher
ditto

usually invitational values
support & range

cards+takeout+penalty

ditto

ditto over artificial

X to compete, NT 2-suited

we X weak 2
X suggests takeout

X suggests t/o X cards outside

modified SWINE: 1N-X-2C/D/H shows bid suit+Spades, Pass denies S unless good hand
Opener will tend to pass with S length and XX or bid without
2C rebid after 1-over-1 may be artificial (Gazilli)

4+ 6+p 12-15
4+ 6+p forcing
9-11p splinter
4+ 5-8p splinter
6 4-8p/fit show by PH splinter
6 4-8p/fit show by PH
6 4-8p/fit show by PH to play

4+ 6+p 6 4-8p/fit show by PH
6-9p forcing
4+ 9+p splinter
4+ 5-8p splinter
6 4-8p/fit show by PH
6 4-8p/fit show by PH to play
12-15 4C splinter/to play

6-10 6 4-8p/fit show by PH
4+ 9+p 6 4-8p/fit show by PH
4+ 9+p forcing/6 4-8p/splinter
4+ 5-8p/5+ 9+p/6 4-8p/fit show
12-15 splinter (also 1S-4H)

0-3 or 10+ 4-6 any/7-9 no good suit
2N-3H 7-9 transfer /3S=5s4h 3N=5d4c

invitational invitational/to play
invitational forcing
shape enquiry to play

shape enquiry to play
invitational
to play/invitational/forcing to play

5-card Stayman
H
S to play
range for minor slam to play
to play
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